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An IMuPARTIA I. 


ENQUIRY 


INTO THE 


Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of a 
BILL for reducing and limiting 
the Number of Places in the 
Houſe of Commons. 


| SHEWING, 


That the paſſing ſuch a BILL 


would be attended with the moſt 


miſchievous and fatal Conſequen- 
ces to this Nation in the preſent 
Conjuncture of Affairs. 
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An Impartial 


Parliament the laſt Seſ- 

— ions, for Reaſons which 
they have not yet thought fit to en- 
truſt their Friends with, or to pub- 
liſh to the World, have at length 
declar'd by the Mouth of the Craft/- 
man, their Intention to return to 
or Stations in the approaching 


Seſſions, 


. 1 , | — r ” — — We 
- d 
7 ' : 
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Seſſions, in EE 5 to 8 their ut- 
'« moſt Endeavours to promote - 
'« Bill for reducing and limiting the 
: « Number of Places in the Houſe | 
« of Commons, as the only Method 
« to ſecure the Independency of 
« Parliament, and conſequently the 
« Proſperity of the whole King- 
« dm. 
The Livery-men of the City of 
London have been ſpirited up upon 
this Occaſion ---- © to require it of 
« their four Members, that they 
make the paſſing of a Place: Bill 
e a previous Step to the. paſſin A of 
e any Money-Bill whatſoever. 

And the Craſiſman has e d, 
„That an effectual Bill is pre- 

“ paring for this Purpoſe, and 
<« wiſhes there may be as full a 
< Houſe, as ever was known, to 
« ſupport it. 

He has likewiſe Macke this farther 


Declaration, 


** 


c 


La, 


* 
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ce the Place-men ſhould be found 
*« ſtrong enough to defeat this Bill, 
« thoſe Gentlemen, who withdrew 
«themſelves from Parliament the 
4 laſt Seſſions, will have a ſtronger 
c Reaſon to withdraw ' themlelves 
< this Seſſions. | 

When Things are aint to o Weh 
an exorbitant Length, when the 
Proſperity of the Whole Kingdom 
is made to depend upon the Paſ- 
ſing of this Bill, and when the 
Reſecting of it is given as a Rea- 
ſon for that moſt infamous Conduft 
of deſerting a Truſt of the high- 
eſt Nature when this is the 
Caſe, it is fit and neceſſary that 
the Merits and the real Conſequen- 
ces of this Bill ſhould be thorough- 
ly examin d, and ſet in a true Light; 
which has not, I think, been yet 
done by any Writer on eicher ſide | 
of the ns i 2B Ge bol 
* ch 28 II 
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1 
Ido agree with the Crafiſman, 
and the Writers on that ſide of 
the Queſtion, That it is a 
Conſideration of the greateſt In- 
portante, -=== . the Number 
of Places · in the Houſe of Commons 
ought to be ene im limited, 
or not. 

And I doubt not tay anke it evi 
demiy appear to every impartial 
Man, That the preſent Num- 
ber of Places doſſeſatd. by Members 
of the Houſe = Commons, is ſo far 
from endangering our Liberties, by 
placing too great a Power in the 
Hands of Wc Crown, that; if the 
Number of them was to be reduce d, 
in our preſent Circumſtances, the 
next Houſe of Commons would be 
entirely under the erf of A 
Foreign Pawer. I gon 287 doidy 

Abbe great Evil and Dang er * obe 
— againſt in this — and 
eſpecially at 12 Conjuncture, is, —- 


That 


91 
That French Influence does prayed 
in any of our Councils, 

This was what ruin d all King 
Wilkam's Meaſures, and made his 
Reign ſo unproſperous ; - -- - France 
was in all his Councils; 

The Truth of this cannot be con- 
troverted. Biſhop Burnet, not to 
quote any other Writers, has put this 
Matter beyond all Doubt — Di. 
ſpute. 

8. As ſoon as or eg was 
6c appeared that the 
en Na Bitdd i 
“It is certain, great 8ums came over 
* this Winter from France; the Pack- 
«© et- boat came ſeldom without 
« 10000: Louis d Ort, it brought 
& often more; the Nation was l 'd 
« with them; and in fix Months 
« time a Million of -Guineas was 
« coined out of them. The Mer- 
& chants indeed faid, that the Ba- 
« lance of Trade was then turn d fo 
/B © much 


400 
t much to our Side, that, whereas 
« we were wont to carry over a 
Million of our Money in Specie, 
eve then ſent no Mone) to France, 
c and had at leaſt half that Sum ſent 
« over to Balance the Trade; yet 
c this did not account for that vaſt 
6 Flood of French Gold, that was 
e vifible amongſt us. And, upon 
« the French Ambaſſador's going a- 
* way, a very ſenſible Alteration 
as found in the Bills of Exchange; 
4 ſo it was concluded, that great 
4 Remittances were made to him, 
4 and that theſe were diſtributed 
© among Thoſe, who reſolved to 
„merit a Share in that Wealth, 
« which came over now ſo copi- 
«© ouſly, beyond the 2 of 
6 former Times. 
Corrupting the Conmicil 5 her 
Neighbours, has always been the 
Policy 
| = Burnet's Hiſt, Vol, Il pag. 257. 


L 11 
Policy of France; but never more 


ſo, than at this Juncture. | 
It is a common Remark, 3 


That the Engliſh always beat the 
French in the Field, but the French 
were too hard for them in the Cabi- 
net. The meaning of which is, not 
that France had more able Miniſters, 
but that ſhe found Means to influ- 
ence the Councils of England, and 
turn them to her own. nerd and 
Advantage. 

I believe no » Man ſulpeds, this 
Influence prevails at this Time. 
But ſhould this Bill paſz, and the 
Tory Party be the Majority in any 
future Parliament; we might boaſt 
indeed of a Parliament uninfluenc'd 
by the Prince on the Throne, but 
entirely govern d by French Coun- 
cils. 
There cannot be a 5 or a 
ſtron ger Proof that this would be 
our Conditicn „than that all the 

i B 2 Par- 
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Purriamir bf France, and every pro- 


feſs d Jacoprrt and Papiſt through- 


dut the Kingdom, are at this time, 


as the Craftſman ex preſſes it; ic uſing 
«their utmoſt Arts and Rndeavours 
e to promote a Bill for reducing 
and limiting the Number of Pla- 
& ces in the Houſe of Commons. 

This cannot be denied. And 


* it poſſibly be true then what 


the Craftſman aſſerts, - - - © that 
& ſuch a Bill is the only Method to 
« ſecure the Proſperity of the whole 
=o Kingdom? | 

s it not on the contrary moſt 
Pre that, in the Opinion of our 
Enemies, this is the only Method to 


Have French Councils prevail 1 in that 


great Aſſembly? 
A Government which is entruſt- 


ed with Power and Influence, may 


poſſibly enſlave their Subjects; but 
4 Governtnent that is poor, and di- 
veſted of all Power and Influence, 


mult 
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muſt inevitably fall a Prey and a 
Sacrifice to ſome rich and powerful 
neighbouring Prince. 
The Hiſtory of our own, and of 
alot all other Nations, is an in- 
conteſtable Proof of this; and we 
need but look around us at this time, 
and behold too many melancholy 
Inſtances of it. 

Is not this the preſent deplorable 
State and Condition of ? 
That Nation, jealous of their Liber- 
ties, having fuffer'd fo much from 
the e Power of the preceding 
Reign, diveſted their preſent Xi 
of all Power and Influence; and 
by that only Means, and no other, 
have given France an O 
to influence and direck all their 
Councils. ts 

The very Beete, by Which 
they inconfiderately deſign d to pre- 
ſerve their Liberties, has been the 
occaſion of their becoming the Slaves 


and 


[ 14 ] 
and Tools of L Feri, and a A 
Power. |. 
And is not this the. "Expedient 
which a Faction are now uſing their 
utmoſt Endeavours to put, in pra- 
ctice in this Nation? 90 

Liſts of the Place Men, as they 
are odiouſiy call d, have been pub- 
liſh'd and diſpers d at the great Ex+ 
pence of the Faction throu haut the 
Kingdom. 

The City of London Ss been 85 
luded and infatuated by a few uio- 
lent and republican Spirits, to give 
Inſtructions to, nay, inconſiſtently 
with their ,own Clamour for the, 
Independency of Parliament, to Rx- 
auixx it of their Members, 
« that they make the paſſing of a 
00 Place-Bill a previous Step to the 
<« paſſing; of any Money-Bill hat- 
cc ſoever; and this, tho, they de- 
clare i in the fame =? e156 | 
« that the Nation is threaten d with 
bak « the 
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« the moſt imminent : Dangers from 
« Abroad. 
If the Faction were able to carry 
this Point, can any Man imagine 
they would ſtop here? No, the 
Mask would then be laid aſide, and 
we ſhould be told, that the Crows 
had. ſtill too great Power and In- 
fluence, and there were more Bran- 
ches that muſt be lopp'd off; nor 
would they deſiſt till they had, after 
the Model. of & 5 left their 
Prince nothing but the Name of a 
King. 
What Suu ot this raiſe 
in the Nation at this time? 

This Method was chalk'd out to 
— by that Man, who was once 
at the Head of, and directed all their 
Councils, tho they are now aſbam d 
of him, the renown'd Author of 
the Diſſertation upon Parties. | 
He had Penetration enough to 
fe that this was the only Scheme that 

could 
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could overturn and ruin the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment ; and that if once the 
Power of the Crown were reduced 
according to his Scheme, that is, ac- 
Government, Eugland would ſoon 
be brought to the Condition in 
which we now behold that unhappy 
People; and that it would be abſo- 
lutely in the Power of France to im- 
poſe fre Pretender upon us. 7 
This ought to awaken and alarm 
every Erol: , who is a Friend 
to 1 when 
he ſees a Bill of this Nature puſh' d 
on with ſo much V chemence; 2 
he ſees, that Corrupting the Coun- 
cils of all the Princes —— 
Europe, who are either fo blind that 
they do not, or their Miniſters io 
wicked that they will not ſee it, is 
on great Engine, by which France 

is now — Monar- 


chy. 


And 


[19 ] 
Add is this a Time for Erplanth to 
reduce the Power of the Crown? 
Muſt not France re b to ſee this 
done? And do we not fee the fatal 
Conſequenees and Effect of it in 
S— By reducing the Power of 
that Con to its preſent low Con- 
dition, they are now entirely go- 


rern d by French Councils; which, 


in all probability, Will Wvobve them 
in the greateſt of all — that of 
a bloody Coil War. 5 bs 
c * is the true Light; i which 
we ought to view this'Schoms for re- 
ducing the Power of tlie Croum in 
this Nation. Nor can any” poffible 
Reaſon be aſſign d, why it will not 
operate, in caſe it were to ſuceced 
juſt in che ſame manner it has dons 
in S, only with this Difference 
of having a Popi/þ oor or + d 
[Ul 29 : 1 
There is not indeed ch leaſt Res- 
12 to apprehend that the preſent 
| C Par- 


(40 ] 
Patliament could be influent d by 
French Councils, even if this Bill 
Were to paſs. But the Caſe would 
moſt certainly be quite otherwiſe 
with thee to a future Parliament. 
were to paſs into a Law, it would 
greatly diſcourage the Friends of the 
Government from endeayouring to 
come into Farliament!: dog Us of 
my tothe reſent ERtabliſhment, dots 
not ſtand in heed of 26s Encourage- 
ment of obtaining a Place to uſe his 
utmoſt Endeavour eres Seat 
withat Houſe. 6 "0116 
Y As his Deſigu of coming into Par- 
lament; is to betray his Country, ſo 
be is ſure to receive his Reward from. 

This is Nerve Stats ol the Caſe, 
ad that Man muſt be iniatueted, 


eee or will nat en 


4 360) #7 arte (13 0 1101 
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lam not pleading for a Depen- 
5 of the Parliament upon the 
Croum, or for Corruption, as it » 
playfialy, but very falſly call d. 

No, it is to prevent * 
that Corruption, which muſt be our 
Ruin, if it prevails, the: Corruption 
by a Foreign Power, and which, it 
is notorious, .,prevail'd-in every Par- 
lament throughout the Reign: « 
King William. . > & diy 

It is no Argument. againſt the 
Truth of what 1 have here laid 
down, and that this Bill, if it were 
to paſs; would not be attended with 
any of theſe fatal Conſequences, 
that wei ſee Men yery:;vehement in 
obtaining ſuch a:Bill;; who not only 
are poſſeſs d of great Property, but 
it muſt be — date not Enemies 
to the preſent Government; for 
there . been Inſtances, at all 
Times, of ſuch Men being led away 
by r of. Ambition 
Jin 2 and | 


020 


and Revenge, and by not attending 
to the unavoidable Conſequences of 
_ their Conduct, and by joining them- 
ſelves to the Enemies of their Coun- 
try, ſo as to involve the Nation in 
great and inextricable Difficulties 
and Dangers. 

But it is an ananſrrenible A- 
ment, that the Conſequences of paſ- 
fing ſuch a Bill would be what 1 
have deſcrib'd them, when it is moſt 
notorious, that every diſaffected Per- 
ſon''in-the Kingdom, as well Papifh, 
as Prote — — diſcover- 
ing clie warmeſt the paſſing 
py: 21 ebe i Y il; 
Theſe Men 

Turn, which E paſſing of ſrl 
> crow rar inns 
ourthe Kingdom, 
* hab preſent Number of 
entsis the chief Encourage- 
_ to ET of the Govern- 


ment 


Ti FEE! 


E 
ment to endeavour to obtain Seats 
in Parliament; when theſe Employ- 
ments- are taken away, the Friends 
of the Government will be much lefs 
anxious to come into Parliament; 
which muſt not only give an Oppor- 
tunity to the Enemies of the Govern- 
ment of being Elected, but they 
will ſpare no Expence to obtain their 
Elections, when they are ſure to be 
rewarded by a Foreign Power, whoſe 
Intereſts 1 are eee to pro 
mote, 

This i is the Light) in which every 
impartial Man will confider thoſe 
Places, which are Wande Members 
of Parliament. 

They are the great 1 A 
and Encouragement to Men of anci- 
ent Families and large Fortumes, who 
are Friends to the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment, 7 go the Fatigue and 
Expence W oy Country in 
aue Station. 

T ake 


7 


( 22 ] 
and it will not only be the fure 
Means to fill the Houſe of Commons 
with Men of low Birth and Fortunes ; 
but you at the ſame time open a Gap 
to the ED d Enemies of the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, to be the onl _ 
2 of their am! in Parlia- 


* tha te AY as it now 1 
2 allows of ſo many Places to be 
held by Members, ef the. 'Houſe of 
—— is ſo far from being dan- 
gerous to the Liberty of the Subject, 
'Or-,to the Conſtitution; that, next 
— — — 

e ftrongeft Securit 
N ae? | war; 

It will, lam 1 be chen | 
ed to this, That, though is 
be true, that the permitting ſo many 
Places to be held by Members of the 
Houſe of — ene an Encourages 
ment to Men of Rank and Fortune, 
24181 who 


1 
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who are Friends to the Government, 
to be at the Expence and Fatigue of 
ſerving their Country in Parliament; 
yet — Places do nevertheleſs biaſs 
and influence Men in giving their 
Votes in that Houſe; ind od conkes 
quently, that what I urge; is no An- 
ſwer to the Objection ,. That 
Members of the Houſe of Commons 
are influenc'd by Places. 

Now allowing that Places do in 
ſome Caſes * Members of 
that Houſe; I appeal to every im- 
partial Man, whether there be the 

wy Probability that a Houſe of 

Commons, compoſed of Men of the 
greateſt Rank and Property, which 
will always be the Caſe whilſt theſe 
Places ſubſiſt, and which i is an un- 
anſwerable Argu 


to every unprejudic' d Runde Whe⸗ 
ther it be not the heighth of Abſur- 
m _ Candle to ſuppoſe 


ſuch 


* ( Wy 
Men can influenc d by | 
Means to give up — 
to ſuſſer any Breach to be made in 
the Conſtitution?nn nh 
Il were eaſy to -givecdaſiincetis 
_ feveral Parliaments, of many Thing 
that have been carried but by ſmall 
Majorities, which it will be confele 
did not in the leaſt affect or endan- 
ger Liberty or the Conſtitution. 
And can it be thought then that 
4 Parliament, compoſed of Men of 
the greateſt Rank and Property, will 
be influenc'd to a e of any 
Meaſures which viſibly and undeni- 
ably ſtrike at the very Foundation 
of our Liberties and the 1 
rution? FINE 512 530 27.67 
In this Caſe then there is Jovi 
poſlible'Rule to direct us how. to 
ack, but this, of two Evils to chuſe 
ner b oibofeiquv vivo 
Suffer none, or a very ſmall 
Number of Places, to be by 
ö Members 
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Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the certain uence will 
be, that you open a Gap to fill that 
Houſe with Men of low Fortunes, 
and fuch as a TI 
the Government. 

On the other hand, let no Re · 
duction be made of the preſent 
Number of Places, it is probable 
there may be Caſes in which In- 
fluence may ous * Mens 


gment. 
What now is to bode? If one 
Dino theſe cannot be prevent- 
ed, and muſt be endur d; if you 
muſt either admit of ſeme Influence 
in Matters of 4% moment, or if 
the only Means to prevent that In- 
fluence will of - neceſſity, in our 
preſent Circumſtances, open the 
way for another and a foreign In- 
fluence, which muſt deſtroy this 
Government, and impoſe the Pro- 


1 upon us; —— muſt not the 
D People 


[26] 
People of England be deluded, and 
1 may ay —— ly blindeg, not 


to wt their own Deſtruction, in re- 
quiring it of their Members to pro- 


mote a Bill, which in our 
Circumſtances, and in the preſent 
Conjuncture, muſt bring immediate 
and inevitable Ruin upon their 
Country, and entail Popery and Sa- 
very upon themſelves and _ Po+ 
ſterity ? 24 L 10 . Ty 30 Hit 11 
Had we never ſeen Britiſh: Par- 
liaments influenc'd by French! Gold, 
had not thoſe Parliaments been 
chiefly compoſed: of Tories, 1 —— 
and were it not as impaſſible ſor a 
Tory to change his Principles, as for 
hs Ethiopian to change his Skin, 
I would be as zealous as any 
Mart limit the Numbet of Places 
in the Houſe of Commons. 
But to do it at this Juncture, 
n we ſee what Influence n 
NN — has gain d 


Over 


. 


nnn 


—.— 2 ug 
=— d paß uch "Bill at d time, 
muſt; I am firmly. perſuaded be 
attended with the moſt fatal Con- 
3 to this. Nation. 8 5 

It may perhaps be 2 d and 

concluded from what I have aſſert- 
ed, ix. That 7 this Bill were to 
paſs, it would open the way for the 
Enemies of the Government to be 
the prevailing Paxty in the next Par- 
lament; . that if this be true, 
Diſaſfackion muſt generally prevail 


thrqughout the Kingdom. 
But, God be 1 - Av this i 1s very 


e our Condition. 


n this is not to be deny d, 

that Corruption has gat ſuch an Af . 
cendency in all, or moſt. of the Bo- 
roughs & Eng N that no Reg ird 
is had by 2 Electors to the Prin- 
7 9 2 Cijples 
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r of an — — but the beſt 

Sale is ſure to carry his Election, 
even tho the Majority of the 'Ele- 
ctors be in the Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment, and they have the moſt 
er v K the * 
they elect is a e to 
preſent E Eſtabliſhment. kent 

This is a farther pott, and A 
very ſtrong one too, of the fatal 
Conſequence of paſſing __ a 
Bill. ; * 

For if this Bill will Auer 
all Men of large Fortunes, who are 
Friends to the Government, from 
being Candidates at the next Ele- 
ion; and if the profeſs'd Enemies 
to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
Men of low Fortunes, will be al- 
_ the only Candidates in an en- 
1 ing Election; — what can | 
57 11 i. but that theſe Men 

will be d 


he Moj ity in _ the next 
Parhament pes 5 


pn 


[29] ; 
Upon the whole: If it be true, 
that Parliaments , throughout the 
whole Reign of King Willium, were 


influenc'd by French Councils. — 
If the permitting ſo many Places to 


be held by Members of the Houſe | 
of Commons, be the great, and in 
our preſent Circumſtances, the only 
Hindrance to the Enemies of the 
Government coming into Parlia- 
ment. If in caſe this Bill 
ſhould pak, very few of the Friends 
to the Government will: undertake 
the Fatigue and Expence of repre- 
ſenting their Country in Parliament. 
22 If by 'the a of this 
Bill a Vay will be open'd to fill 
the Houſe of Commons with Men 
of low Fortunes, and ſuch as are 
profeſs'd "Enemies to the Govern» 
ment, and © conſequently French 
Councils will prevail in that great 
Aſſembly. —— And if the preſent. 

Number of Places is a certain, and 


perhaps 


2 


30 
perhaps the only ſure Method to 
| have 2 Houſe fill d. with Men 
of the greateft Rank: ans, n 
” If theſe hikes. * de, and 
will admit of no Reply, it is to be 
hoped: the Eyes of the People 
3 6 (as the 22 expreſſes it) 
| &. will be fully open A ad 
will diſcover the ſecret Springs of 
puſhing on this Bill with ſuch; an 
uncommon Spirit and Vehemence 
| at this critical uncture; and that 
| the Nation in general, inſtead of 
3 | per ung e the glorious and exem- 

| 


ry Conduct. of the City of 

« bay 56 which can ſerve = 

to throw the whole Kingdom into a 
| Flame, will declare, — Dat they 
| 40 not think this a proper and a 
| om Tire 60 W in n ef this 


IO) 


Free , 


